






RECYCLED POLY

How Environmentally
Responsible Are They?

Recycled polyester has become another popular option when 
looking for a viable earth-friendly performance textile. It offers 
many benefits, such as reducing waste going to landfills, minimizing 
demand for petroleum products, and decreasing environmental 
impacts from the processing of petroleum into virgin polyester. 

What is recycled poly?
Recycled poly is a fiber made from recycled plastic containers. There are two 
types of waste materials from which recycled polyester is made: post-consumer 
and pre-consumer waste. Post-consumer materials are items that have actually 
been used previously – such as a used soda bottle. Pre-consumer waste refers to 
manufacturing scrap that is re-introduced back into the manufacturing process.  

Is Recycled Poly a more environmentally friendly option than 
bamboo?
Fabric made from recycled poly can be an environmentally friendly option, if 
certain conditions are met: 

1.) The poly must actually come from pre- or post-consumer waste – not raw 
materials. 

“The demand for used bottles, from which recycled polyester fiber is 
made, is now outstripping supply in some areas. So certain cynical 
suppliers are now buying NEW, unused bottles directly from bottle 
producing companies to make polyester textile fiber that can be called 
‘recycled.’”
-Eco-Textile News, http://www.ecotextile.com/

2.) The content label should be evaluated for the content of recycled poly 
vs. regular poly to determine the extent of the eco-friendliness.

3.) Since recycled poly and regular poly look and feel the same, a 
company must prove the actual content of the textile is, in 
fact, recycled poly. There are companies that will certify 
manufacturers of yarns made from recycled materials. 
Ensure you are getting a truly recycled product by being 
provided with current, valid certification from a trusted, 
independent certification company.

EARTH-friendly 

TEXTILES

View our ecotech line of environmentally 
conscious products at: 
www.lesliejordan.com
sales@lesliejordan.com 
800.935.3343

BREAKING NEWS – FEB 3, 2010

The FTC sent letters to 78 retailers, including REI, Target and Wal-Mart warning 
the stores that they might be breaking the law by carrying bamboo products 
labeled as having environmental and performance claims that the government 
thinks are false.  SEE MORE DETAILS INSIDE
To read the full article visit: www.snewsnet.com/cgi-bin/snews/17286.html


